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The Club’s December 13 Holiday Party  

was a grand success.  Great attendance.  Great food.  

Great desserts (from Harry and David - thanks guys!), 

great conversation and great friends.  If you attended, 

you know that.   

 

If you weren’t able to make 

it this year, you'll have to 

take our word for it because 

we neglected to take any 

pictures.   

 

But this little fella observed 

it all from the grandly      

decorated foyer. 



 

 

Your Board Speaks About Money 

Do You Know Someone Who Would Like to Join the 

Club? 

A Personal Membership Application can be  

downloaded at: 

Personal Member Application 

 

 

Your Club Trustees need to bring up a problem: We run at a regular, steady deficit. 

Your Trustees have discussed the issue at Board meetings over the past three years, but 
with more urgency recently. The fixed costs of the club are reasonable, but only if we have 
about 10 to 12 new members paying the normal Club assessments and meal charges. We 
are seeing better use of the Club (more lunches) but we have had deaths and resignations.  

The net result is that we need to do something. 

1. The best option is to bring in new members. Then we can keep the dues structure where it 
is, and there will be a few new good faces at the tables.  

2. We can consider raising dues. We are very reluctant to do that. 

3. We can consider closing on Wednesdays, normally our slowest days. This has problems. 
We may not be able to keep staff under those circumstances. 

4. We can increase our use of the Club building as an event site—although this has compli-
cations and costs of its own, and may not be a sufficient source of new income. 

Your Trustees will be discussing this with members at the tables. We want your input. We 
solicit your ideas. 

In the meantime there is something you can do:  

Actively solicit new or returning Club members.  

That’s the best solution. 

Because previous Club 

Members have included 

the Club in their estate 

plans, their generosity has 

helped create the experi-

ence you enjoy here. 

Please consider leaving 

your mark on the Club’s 

future by requesting a be-

quest invitation from Jerry 

Jacobson at 542-773-

2727. 
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Bob Vaughn was born in McLeod, California and attended 

Dunsmuir High School.  He said he used to be 6 feet, 3 

inches tall, which made him a natural center on the 

school’s basketball team.  He admits that he has gotten 

shorter, and blames it on gravity. 

He studied civil engineering at Cal Berkeley, putting him 

right in the epicenter of the student uprisings. He said he 

watched Mario Savio with his megaphone, right there in 

front of Sproul Hall. Bob says his mother would call him to 

ask “what the heck is going on with you boys down there?” It was the era of the Summer 

of Love and Haight-Ashbury, but Bob says he stuck to his studies.  

One of his professors was Hans Albert   

Einstein, the son of THE Albert Einstein. He 

taught Open Channel Hydraulics, i.e. the 

flow of rivers. “There were just three stu-

dents, and the four of us sat around a table 

and talked.” 

Bob got a Masters Degree in Construction 

Management at Stanford, then spent the 

Vietnam era of 1969-72 in the Navy’s Officer Corps for the CBs. The draft was closing in and 

Bob said he thought being a navy officer was a better situation than carrying a rifle through the 

jungle on search and destroy missions as an enlisted man. He said he learned a lot.  

He survived the war and started his career in construction 

materials. That career brought Bob to the Rogue Valley 

and construction of two new bridges over the Rogue   

River occasioned by Lost Creek Dam. That led him to  

Tru-Mix, which became Lininger Tru-Mix, which became 

LTM, which then became the Southern Oregon Region 

for Knife River Materials.  

He retired as president of that division in 2007, and that was when he renewed his membership 

in our University Club. 

We asked him about that Berkeley scene. “Was it wild for you? Tell us about it,” we asked. Bob 

said, “I wasn’t really part of it. I was a country boy. I had short hair.” Unprompted, he added, 

“And I never smoked marijuana. Not then at Berkeley, and it is still true today.” 

Bob Vaughn 
 

  

 

 



Fun Facts 

 

The University Club was founded in 1910.   

 

What was going on in the world when the Club was founded and reached 

its 10th, 20th, 30th and successive birthdays? 

 

 

 

 
 

1910 The word “Moron” was first coined in 1910 by psychologist Henry H. 

Goddard from the Ancient Greek word ‘moros’ meaning “dull.”  

1920 A guy named Ponzi came up with a sales scheme.  

1930 Clyde Tombaugh Discovers Pluto the ninth planet in our solar          

system.  

1940 People started saying cheese when smiling for the camera.  In the  

earliest days of photography, photos took a minute or more, and the 

habit of keeping a straight face started to disappear with the rise of 

motion pictures in the late 1920s.  

1950 Northwest Orient Airlines Flight 2501, a DC-4 propliner operating its 

daily transcontinental service between New York City and Seattle,    

disappeared on June 23, 1950 with 55 passengers and 3 crew onboard. 

It was the worst airliner accident in American history at the time and 

neither the plane for its occupants were ever found. 

1960 NASA launches the Pioneer 5 space probe on March 11th. Its purpose 

was to travel between the orbits of Earth and Venus ito gather          

information about deep space.  Having successfully completed its mis-

sion, it stopped transmitting data having been able to establish com-

munications with Earth at a then record 22.5 million miles away. 

1970 Samsung (a company which originally sold noodles) began selling  

electronics.  

1980 The Rubik's Cube, invented by Hungarian Erno Rubik, was introduced.   

The sides are white, red, blue, orange, green, and yellow.  

1990 Campbell's Soup introduced cream of broccoli soup into the market-

place. It soon became their most successful new soup in over 50 years.  

In 1980 Campbell's Soup also produced its 20 billionth can of tomato 

soup.  

2000 The last original Peanuts comic strip was published.  

2010 Prince declared the Internet to be over as a platform for music         

distribution saying: "All these computers and digital gadgets... just fill 

your head with numbers and that can't be good for you."  



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our ser-

vices and products  

Rogue River Valley  

University Club 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

(541) 772-4707 

admin@medforduclub.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rrvuclub.org 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

Rogue River Valley University Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And  — 

 

About January’s Speaker Lunch  

                        And 

                                   Lunch and Learn … 

 

 

Lunch and Learn programs and our Speaker programs 

are two of the Club’s efforts to enrich the Club            

experience and introduce new members to the 

Club.  We are on Holiday Break but will resume   

scheduling in January.  Watch this space.  


