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Rogue River Valley University Club May  2019 

The Board has reluctantly accepted the resignation of  

Butler Automotive Group 

While undergoing restoration of its historic interior, the Holly Thea-

tre will remain closed to the public until its anticipated 2020 Grand 

Re-Opening,  But Club Members have an unique opportunity to see 

the work in progress on May 16.  The Holly’s contractors will have 

prepared special  safe areas and pathways for us to tour the and 

visualize the anticipated final result.  If you had your first kiss in the 

balcony, you can see what that hallowed spot will soon look like! 

 

Following a special theatrically-themed dinner featuring: Cranberry-

Avocado Tossed Salad, Joan Crawford's Poached Salmon with 

lemon parsley potatoes and roasted carrots and Rock Hudson's 

Cannoli for dessert (vegetarian optional available), you’ll be guided 

into the Theatre for a personal inspection. 

 Cocktails:   5:30      -       Dinner:       6:15   -      Tour:           7:15 

 

Reserve Now:  $35/person.  Members are welcome to bring 

guests.  Reservations are due by Monday, May 13. 

 

Space is obviously limited both by the Club’s own size as well as 

the Theatre’s capacity to safely have visitors. 

 

Register by clicking Holly Dinner/Tour or by calling Lori at 541-772

-4707. 

  

THE HOLLY    

THEATRE   

A  

Special  

Opportunity  

http://www.rrvuclub.org/event/founders-dinner-2-2/


 
“Big fish. Easy to catch.” 
 
That was the answer to the question we asked of Greg Koenig, on why his favorite place to fish 
was Fernie, British Columbia.  Greg Koenig likes to fish, catch-and-release style, and Club 
members sitting at the round tables have heard about his trips all over the American west.  “You 
get 24-inch Cutthroat Trout there, and they are native fish, not hatchery. They take the fly, but 
it’s a barbless hook, so you can release them to grow some more.” 

 
Greg Koenig tells a story of how he caught, but kept, a good 
deal as a junior in high school. “I was in Virginia, and it was 1973 
and America had the shock of higher gas prices.  One of my 
teachers had a Ford Grand Torino convertible, a V-8, and people 
with V-8s were trading them in for small economy cars, and she 
mentioned to the class that she was selling hers.  I asked how 
much the dealership planned to pay her, then offered $50 more. 
She said yes, and I bought the car.  I figured the market for cars 
had panicked.  Six months later people had gotten used to pric-
es and the market mood had changed.  I sold the car for 2 1/2 
times what I bought it for!”  Greg admitted that the prices were 
low back then. He had bought it for $300 and sold it for $750. 
 

The car story came up because Greg admitted that he had no stories whatever about athletic 
victories — or even participation — either in high school or college.  He graduated with a de-
gree in business from James Madison University in Virginia. 
 
Greg has been a Financial Advisor for 34 years, starting with Merrill Lunch back in 1985, then in 
his own firm since 1990.  He began his practice and built it in Seattle.  Why Seattle, we asked? 
“I wanted to get away from the hot humid summers in Virginia.” 
 
Why move to Medford?  “Seattle is so cloudy. I wanted more sun, so I came to Medford.” 
 
Didn’t you just move to Ashland?  Once again, he cited weather.  “Well, our Medford house had 
that hot west sun in the afternoons, and we liked the home we saw in Ashland, where summer 
evenings are cooler.” 
 
We know Greg goes off to San Luis Obisbo, where he has another house.  We asked what he 
does there.  “I go kayaking in the ocean,” he said.  He doesn’t fish while kayaking, but being on 
the water has some thrills.  “One day, away from shore, whales began top feeding for fish all 
around us. I don’t know what kind of whale but I know they were 40 feet long and thrashing 
around within a few feet of us.”   Were you frightened, we wondered?  Greg paused. “It was so-
bering, yes.” 
 
Members can hear more fishing stories over lunch.  A active Club member,  Greg is a past-
president of the Club and a current Member of your Board of Trustees. 

Greg Koenig 

 



This year’s Summer Party has been scheduled for Thursday, August 15  

and will again be held at RoxyAnn Winery.   

Hold the Date! 

Speaker 

Lunch   

Thursday, 

May  9 

 

 

Club Member Peter Sage is back on the road, looking at 

presidential candidates up close, most recently in New 

Hampshire. He writes about his observations in a daily 

blog www.peterwsage.blogspot.com and has about 2,000 

daily readers.  He looks at quirky things: how candidates 

hold their hands, whether they talk or shout, how big the 

crowds are, and, of course, what they say. He says his 

goal is to be objective and descriptive.  

In New Hampshire he saw Republican challenger William 

Weld, and Democratic unknowns Marianne Williamson 

and John Delaney. He also saw the better known Eric 

Swalwell (often on CNN), Beto O’Rourke of Texas, Indi-

ana’s "Mayor Pete" Buttigieg, Finance sector expert Eliza-

beth Warren, climate focused Washington’s Jay Inslee, and veteran and war-critic Ha-

waii’s Tulsi Gabbard.  

Up Close with the Presidential Candidates 

Peter Sage 

 

Peter with Sen. Elizabeth Warner 

A new Member benefit is in the offing! 

Due to the great work of our innovative Young Professionals Recruit-

ment Committee, a new program has been developed which offers U 

Club Members a  $10/month gym membership with our neighbor,   

Aspire Fitness (which is located at 1 West 6th Street). 

Details to be announced shortly. 

 

http://www.peterwsage.blogspot.com


 

 

May Lunch and Learn 

Media Training with Shannon Young 

Does the thought of being interviewed by a reporter or 

speaking on camera make you nauseous?  Learn practi-

cal tips for staying on message and presenting well to the 

press. 

Shannon spent decades in marketing, public relations, 

and broadcasting during which she anchored, reported, 

and produced television news on both coasts.   Now she 

works in development at Kid Time Children’s Museum 

and is an adjunct professor of broadcast journalism at 

SOU.  

Please come join us as there are sure to be great take-a-ways! Registration is now open 

at May Lunch and Learn. 

The University Club Scholarship Foundation’s Annual Recipients Awards Luncheon 

will be held on Monday, June 3.  Save the Date! 

 

 

 

April’s Lunch and Learn featured Damien Rennie shepherding a conversation about 

“How to Have Difficult Conversations.”  The event filled to capacity (your president had    

trouble getting a seat) and a lively, extremely 

well-received conversation ensued.  Damien 

offered many example of difficult conversa-

tions in which had to engage and how to best   

structure them. 

A full room of almost entirely new 

U Club attendees much appreci-

ated Damien’s (above, far right) 

guidance of the conversation.   

 

 

http://www.rrvuclub.org/event/feb-lunch-and-learn-2-2/


 

 

Do You Know Someone Who Would Like to Join the 

Club? 

A Personal Membership Application can be  

downloaded at: 

Personal Member Application 

 

Because previous Club 

Members have included 

the Club in their estate 

plans, their generosity has 

helped create the experi-

ence you enjoy here. 

Please consider leaving 

your mark on the Club’s 

future by requesting a be-

quest invitation from Jerry 

Jacobson at 542-773-

2727. 

I am enjoying drawing connections between my classes in sociology and history and am currently 

taking a diverse set of 3 courses., an online class on personality psychology; a class on ancient Rome 

and my first class in research in the field of sociology. I  am incredibly grateful for your contribution 

to my education. I am rapidly developing my talents in sociology as well as history, and your organi-

zation is an important part of why I am able to. When I graduate in 2020, I will know that the Rogue 

River Valley University Club helped me each and every term to better myself and my community. 

[SOU junior, received awards 2016, 2017, 2018 and now applying for his 4th annual scholarship with us] 

I am still attending Rogue Community College and my first year of classes  really flew by.  Espe-
cially when thinking about the courses that I did took including calculus (w/linear algebra) and dif-
ferential equations, a whole year of calculus-based physics, a few engineering courses with Stat-
ics, Dynamics, and Electric Circuits (DC & AC). Not going to lie, it's been extremely exhausting 
[but]  I'm honestly impressed with myself that I’ve been keeping up as well as I have.  For fall term 
right now, I’m taking a general chemistry, solidworks (computer aided modeling software), manu-
facturing processes, and speech courses this term. I’ve got everything planned out in accordance 
with a very recent articulation agreement between RCC and Oregon Tech (I will be transferring to 
their Wilsonville campus) [for an engineering degree].  I would like to give my thanks and appreci-
ation to you once again. College is expensive, even community college, and it’ll be even more ex-
pensive at university. This scholarship is helping me accomplish my career goals and I’d like you all 
to know that. [RCC student received awards 2017 and 2018; applying for  2019 renewal] 

The Scholarship Foundation receives very impressive, detailed let-

ters from most award recipients.  Here are heavily edited down ex-

cerpts from a couple letters which recently arrived. 

file:///C:/Users/admin/Downloads/Documents/BookSmartData
mailto:jjacobson@jtdlegal.com.
mailto:jjacobson@jtdlegal.com.


Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our ser-

vices and products  

Rogue River Valley  

University Club 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

(541) 772-4707 

admin@medforduclub.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rrvuclub.org 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

Rogue River Valley University Club 

 

 

 

 

 

RRVUC Scholarship 

Foundation 

The Foundation’s scholarship program is unique in the expe-

rience of Medford North and South High Schools in that it 

doesn’t restrict applicants to particular fields of study and al-

lows them to use the scholarship funds at any Oregon college 

or university. 

Each year these young people both attend our Scholarship 

Luncheon to receive their awards and then periodically follow 

up with letters to us about their academic experience.  Those 

who have attended the Scholarship Luncheon have always 

come away very impressed by these young people.  Since 

our scholarships are often targeted to applicants who have 

faced unusual challenges (abandonment by parents, being 

principal care provider for siblings and so forth) their high 

school successes and drive to succeed in college are all the 

more impressive. 

We only have room to share brief excerpts from a couple let-

ters in this issue of the Newsletter but we encourage you to 

look at them on page 5.   

We also hope you will plan on attending this year’s Scholar-

ship Luncheon on Monday, June 3.  We know you’ll be both 

touched and impressed. 

And thanks to all Club Members whose contributions to the 

Foundation make this program possible. 

 


