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Where Does 

All the  

Money Go? 
Part 2 

If a picture is worth 1,000 words, this one below should help      

answer that question. 

Your Club board has spent several months engaged in an 

in-depth review of the past several years finances.  The re-

sults somewhat surprised us — and may well surprise you.   

You will note that only our lunch service comes close 

to breaking even.  Club ownership costs more than twice 

Members’ Building As-

sessments.  Club Opera-

tions (professional ex-

penses, interest expens-

es, liability insurance, 

etc.) costs well more 

than Dues. 

Surprisingly (to your 

board), private parties 

(not shown) actually 

make a little money and 

help cover losses in   

other areas. 

Members will consider several initiatives, including raising 

the monthly Club House Assessment, developed by the 

board to address these imbalances.   

Please plan on attending to discuss this matter. 

 



 
Dick Meyers had a cheerleader.  

Your editor was gathering information from Dick Meyers for 
this Member Spotlight  after lunch at one of the round tables 
when Dick Calhoun overheard and chimed in with “be sure 
to tell them about your Booster of the Year award from  
Jacksonville. That’s a big deal.”  

Dick Meyers shook his head modestly. “It was a committee 
that did the work,” he said. The award was recognition Dick 
Meyers got for his leadership in the history program “A Path 
Through Time.” The pathway at the historic brick Jackson 
County Courthouse and current City Hall gives brief looks at 
Jacksonville’s history, carved into granite blocks. History 
has been one of Dick’s retirement interests.  

Dick Meyers’ own history begins with a birthplace in Toledo, Ohio, and then a childhood in 
Pasadena, California. He attended Pasadena Community College for two years before mov-
ing on to UCLA where he got a B.A. and M.B.A. Pasadena Community College is the Official 
Band of the Rose Parade. Dick marched in the 1969 parade, five and a half miles, playing a 
clarinet. He played alto sax in Dixieland and jazz bands during that era, as well.  

During the summers he helped his father install high-end stereo systems, sometimes in the 
homes of famous people. “I crawled around in the attic of singer Johnny Mathis and actor 
George Kennedy, pulling stereo wires,” he reports.  

The year 1969 was a turning point for Dick. He had just finished school and the United 
States Army was looking for people just like him. As long as the draft hung over his head, 
the places he hoped to work, especially IBM, wouldn’t look at him. “I applied to reserve units 
everywhere. They were all filled up and their waiting lists were filled, too. Then I got a call, 
telling me a brand new hospital reserve unit had opened up. I was out the door and on my 
way in ten minutes.” He got in, and served for 6 years stateside.  

He got another wish. In 1969 IBM hired him, doing sales. He had a front row seat at the 
technology world for that heyday period for IBM, 1969 - 2002. He wore the IBM uniform: na-
vy blue suit, white shirt, shined shoes. He said he loved his career.  

1969 was also the year he got married. Dick had just finished school and his date was a 
teacher at an elementary school. “I wanted our first date to be special, something that 
showed I was interested. I took her to a fancy place, The Islander, on La Cienega’s Restau-
rant Row. We ordered something special that turned out to be a new thing, a pot of boiling 
oil brought to the table along with small chunks of food and a spear. You were supposed to 
cook your food at the table, one chunk at a time, sticking the chunk into the oil. It was easy 
to make a mess, but I got through it without mishap.” They then went to a hot new movie, 
The Graduate. It was a good start. He and Linda have been married for 51 years so far.  

Dick and Linda live in Jacksonville. 

Dick Meyers 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Poker For Polio 

RECAP 

 

Chad Thatcher, Asst. Professor  

Outdoor Adventure Leadership  

Southern Oregon University 

 

Maximizing Serendipity through  

the Expedition Mindset 

SOU Outdoor Adventure Leadership profession   

Chad Thatcher spoke to the Club on Thursday, 

February 13.  His topic, “Maximizing Serendipity 

through the Expedition Mindset,” before his  

presentation probably was a bit fuzzy for most 

Club Members.  But Club Members were very  

taken with his presentation and thesis — which 

pretty simply came down to the idea that human experience is filled with uncertainty, 

how we get fooled into trying to “organize” uncertain events (which really can’t be 

done) but how you can best learn from them by accepting those uncertainties in your 

life.  He gave numerous examples of how “taking the more uncertain path” had been 

liberating for individuals and let to enormous discoveries (both for individuals and     

society.  

In other words, embracing uncer-

tainty and “going with it” —      

accepting the serendipity of life 

— is a key to happiness and  

success. 

 

The invention of Velcro, Viagra, 

Kevlar, penicillin were just a few 

of the examples he gave of indi-

viduals who took the unexpected 

path and achieved striking      

results. 

 

It was a presentation which was 

memorable and much-valued by 

Members in attendance. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club sadly acknowledges the recent passing of the Club’s 

 longest standing Member 

Betty Root    (1921  -  2020) 

 

The Foundation is busy planning its late Spring Awards Luncheon.  As in past years 

that lunch (date to be announced) will include this year’s student recipients (and like-

ly their parents) along with returning past scholarship recipients who are continuing 

in their college careers with continuing assistance from the Foundation.  In addition, 

however, the Foundation will invite a few individuals from our community who either 

advise or administer charitable gifts or estate bequests.  The point is, to date the 

Rogue River University Club Foundation has generated support virtually exclusively 

from U Club Members either through the Club’s Summer Party Auction or direct gifts.  

For the Foundation’s work to thrive in the future, the Foundation believes it would be 

useful to broaden awareness of the Foundation’s work and hopefully stimulate sup-

port from parties outside the U Club. 

Stay tuned for additional details! 

And, of course, the Foundation’s Historic Building Preservation Fund is a key new 

feature which is already helping to maintain the U Club’s historic home.  

You help support the Foundation’s work with a tax-deductible contribution to either 

the Foundation’s Scholarship or Historic Preservation Bldg. funds at DONATION 

FORM.  Please note that, if you wish to contribute to both funds you will need to click 

on the link and issue each contribution separately. 

Contributions to either the Foundation’s Scholarship Fund or its Historic 

Building Preservation Fund are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

http://www.rrvuclub.org/foundation-news/
http://www.rrvuclub.org/foundation-news/


                The U Club is a GREAT location  

for your special Business/Family Gathering 

• Low Cost (only $50 for Members) 

• High Quality/Great Food 

• Bar Service available 

• And your Private Party helps support your Club! 

         Contact Chef Jason to inquire about yours! 

 

 

     

    

 

 

 

The Club’s 2020 Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2020. 

The Meeting’s Agenda is located at:  Annual Meeting Agenda 

Voting Members who are unable to attend the meeting may file a proxy in advance and are en-

couraged to do so.  The proxy form is located at:  Annual Meeting Proxy Form   

Dinner will be provided at no charge for Voting Members.  Guests are welcome at an additional 

charge of $25/person.   

You can register online or the Annual Meeting at:  Annual Meeting Registration or by calling 

the Club at 541-772-4707 

Chef Jason’s will be preparing  

   London Broil with a whiskey maple demi-glace OR  

   Baked Halibut OR  

   Cheese Ravioli with pesto — vegetarian option.   

All entrees will be accompanied by Prawn Spinach Salad (with almonds, Mandarin oranges, 

strawberries, goat cheese with balsamic vinaigrette) asparagus and dessert of Rum Cake with 

toasted pecans and rum caramel sauce.   Please choose your entrée option when you register. 

University Club 

Annual Meeting 

March 26  

http://www.rrvuclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-Annual-Meeting-agenda.pdf
http://www.rrvuclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-Annual-Meeting-proxy-form.pdf
http://www.rrvuclub.org/event/1411-2-2/
http://www.rrvuclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/annual_meeting_clip_art.jpg


Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our ser-

vices and products  

Rogue River Valley  

University Club 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

(541) 772-4707 

admin@medforduclub.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.rrvuclub.org 

218 West Sixth Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

Rogue River Valley University Club 

 

 

 

Do You Know Someone Who Would Like to Join the 

Club? 

A Personal Membership Application can be  

downloaded at: 

Personal Member Application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Members have previously provided for the 

Club’s future in their estate plans and their gener-

osity has helped create the experience you’ve en-

joyed here. 

Please consider helping to strengthen the Club’s 

future by securing a  bequest invitation form from               

Jerry Jacobson at 541-773-2727.  Your bequest 

can be made to either the Club or the RRVUC 

Foundation. 

“Let us remember that the     

University Club has been here 

since 1910.  The culture of the 

Club may need to change with 

the times but the tradition and 

fellowship needs to carry on for 

future generations.”   

—  President Jack Salter 

      August 2002 
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